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I have developed and presented a talk that focuses on what inspires people to volunteer and
gets people thinking about the roots of their own desire to volunteer. It can be tailored to the
needs of the group (it's appropriate both for recognizing volunteer service or inspiring
volunteer service) and the length can be adjusted as needed. I've used this presentation with a
number of organizations, including WITF's annual volunteer brunch, Adams County Library
System's annual volunteer recognition luncheon, and as the kickoff speaker for the Pathways
Institute for Lifelong Learning at Messiah Village (a retirement center in Mechanicsburg). I
could give you references if that would help.
I've just started a new job at AARP Pennsylvania, coordinating their community engagement
initiative called Create the Good (http://createthegood.org/), which encourages people age 50+
to give back to their communities, whether they have five minutes, five hours, or five days. Its
focus is much like what you have described -- getting people to think about they can be helpful
to the people and organizations around them. I have access to lots of great new
resource material that could be worked into the presentation as well.
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